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The original construction of

Karatsu Castle began in

1602 and took seven

years to complete. It was

built by Terazawa

Shimanokami Hirotaka, a

former retainer of

Toyotomi Hideyoshi. Some

of the construction materials are

said to have come from Nagoya
Castle, which was dismantled when the
Tokugawa clan took power. Winged by
swooping beaches, the fortress became
popularly known as Maizuru-Jo (“Dancing
Crane Castle”) because of a fancied
resemblance to a bird. Following the
Terazawa clan, the Okubo clan and later
the Matsudaira, Doi, Mizuno, and
Ogasawara clans became lords of the
castle. In 1877, the castle precincts were
opened as Maizuru Park. The present-day
castle keep, built in the style of the early
17* century, was raised on foundations
laid in the feudal period. It was completed
in October 1966 as a cultural and
sightseeing facility.
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